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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Applicant argues in regards to claim 33 and 34, which recite that the menu guide 
includes a menu content portion navigation icon indicating when the menu content 
portion of the menu guide is activated for navigation. The examiner admits this feature 
is not discloses in Boyer and takes official notice of the feature citing an example 
relevant to an Internet browser. The purpose of the navigation icon is to indicate to the 
user that they have activated navigation of the menu guide. The feature is beneficial 
because it provides a short cut that allows the user to use the limited functionality of the 
remote control quickly and easily.... Internet browsers use mouse driven pointers that 
can be used to quickly select any part of the screen desired... In the context of a remote 
control with this functionality, an Internet browser would teach tabbing across the entire 
page until the desired active area was reached, This in fact teaches away from 
Applicants invention (Page 26, paragraph 3). 

Regarding applicant's argument, none of claims 33 and 34, nor the claims on 
which they are dependant from recite the use of a remote control. Rather claims 33/34 
require a navigation icon which indicates when the menu content portion of the menu 
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guide is activated for navigation, and the icon having a plurality of elements indicating 
navigation of the menu content portion of the menu guide. The examiner relied on Boyer 
which discloses in figure 9, a menu section on the left hand portion of the screen, with 
an icon section 634, which enables the user to navigate to different guides, the guide 
may be a browser window implemented by an Internet Explorer or Netscape browser 
(column 6, lines 1-10), for the teaching of an icon and took Official notice to displaying 
an Icon within a web browser which indicates when a navigation function is activated, in 
particular the IE icon in the top right corner of Internet Explorer. These teachings do not 
teach away from one another as Boyer is drawn to a web browser (column 6, lines 30- 
36), and the IE Icon animation provides the advantage of notifying the user when a 
navigation function is active, that is loading the requested content. 

Applicants failure to traverse the Official Notice(s) taken in the last Office Action 
is taken as admitted prior art. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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2. Claims 1, 2, 12, 14-16, 23-24, 27-43, 46-47, 57, 59-61, 68-69, 71-88, 91-92, and 
94-95 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 
6,268,849 to Boyer in view of U.S. Patent 6,005,565 to Legal!. 

Regarding claim 1, Boyer discloses a method of providing media program 
information, comprising the steps of: 

Accepting a command to select an active channel from a plurality of selectable 
channels (column 10, lines 53-60, listings are arranged in time order from the current 
time) 

accepting a command to provide a menu guide selected from a plurality of menu 
guides (figure 2, web page 200, with guides for different zip codes, time zones and 
providers, column 7, line 54-column 8, line 31, a user selects a guide after which a 
guide shown in figure 8 is displayed which enables a user to view by time) together 
defining a media program information space segmented by a daypart (figure 9, time of 
day information 630), 

wherein the menu guide is associated with a first daypart (figure 9, afternoon, the 
Knicks game is in progress as shown in program info box 636 and indicated 650) ; and 

providing the menu guide, the menu guide comprising a menu guide content (TV 
listings)portion presenting at least some of the media program information (program info 
636). 

Boyer fails to disclose displaying all of the media programs scheduled to be 
available on the channel during the first day part. 
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Legall discloses in Figure 3b, a web browser based EPG (column 3, lines 1 1-28), 
in which a user may utilize a number of filter features (column 3, lines 28-56), including 
a start time 351 (daypart) and end time (figure 3c), thus enabling a user to further refine 
their search. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to modify Boyer to utilize the start and end times of Legall, in order to only 
display programming within a certain time of day, for the advantage of refining a user 
search in order to make it easier to find programs of interest. 

Regarding claims 2 and 47, Boyer discloses in figure 9, program info 636, which 
describes a media program, scheduled to be available on an active channel during the 
first daypart (column 9, line 57-column 10, line 10). 

Legall is relied upon to teach displaying programs available within certain hours 
(figures 3b/c). 

. Regarding claims 1 2 and 57, Boyer discloses in figure 9, that a plurality of 
program information which is available on a channel for a daypart may be displayed 
(listings from 1 :30pm-3pm), a user presses a button 630 to view listings by time of day 
(column 9, lines 32-45), and a user may display listings for only the active channel 
(figure 12) for the current daypart. 
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Regarding claims 14 and 59, Boyer discloses that a user may scroll via icons 
622, 624 for time, and via scrollbar 620 for channels (column 9, lines 29-31 ). 

Regarding claims 15 and 60, Boyer discloses that a user may select a program, 
and additional information is displayed regarding that program (column 9, line 55- 
column 10, line 24). 

Regarding claims 16 and 61, Boyer discloses in figures 7 and 9, advertising 
portion that displays an advertisement for Combat (figure 7) and Gillette (figure 9). 

Regarding claims 23-24 and 68-69, Boyer discloses that a user may navigate a 
program guide by selecting how they wish to view the guide in figure 8 (column 8, lines 
50-56), a user may then scroll through the available programming (column 9, lines 29- 
31) a user may select a program and program information is displayed(column 9, lines 
55-63). 

Regarding claims 26 and 71, Boyer discloses that a user may select a program 
for recording (column 5, lines 50-57). 

Regarding claims 27-28 and 72-73, Boyer discloses that the daypart may be the 
current time or a selected time (column 8, line 67-column 9, line 4, 32-37). 
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Regarding claims 29 and 74, Boyer discloses that a user may use a cursor 
622/624 to navigate to earlier or later time periods, thus enabling a user to scroll 
through parts of the day, and use a cursor 626/628 to navigate through the program 
listings (column 9, lines 29-32). 

Regarding claims 30, 43, 75 and 88, Boyer discloses: 

Accepting a selection of a selection of a second daypart from the media program 
information space (column 9, lines 29-36), and 

Providing a second menu guide (column 9, lines 33-45), the second menu guide 
comprising the menu guide content portion presenting at least some of the media 
program information describing at least one media program scheduled to be available 
on an active channel during the second daypart (a user clicks on the morning button 
and morning program listings for the channels are displayed, column 9, lines 33-36). 

Regarding claims 31 and 76, Boyer discloses that a user may select a day to 
navigate to in section 632 (column 9, lines 37-46). 

Regarding claims 32 and 77, Boyer discloses that a user may select a program, 
and additional information is displayed regarding that program (column 9, line 55- 
column 10, line 24). 
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Regarding claims 33-34 and 78-79, Boyer discloses in figure 9, a menu section 
on the left hand portion of the screen, with an icon section 634, which enables the user 
to navigate to different guides, the guide may be a browser window implemented by an 
Internet Explorer or Netscape browser (column 6, lines 1-10). 

Boyer and Legall does not does not disclose the use of an icon which indicates 
when the menu has been activated. 

The examiner takes official notice that the use of an icon indicating that a menu 
navigation has been activated is notoriously well known in the art. For example, when a 
user clicks on a link in an Internet Explorer window, the Internet Explorer icon in the top 
right corner displays an animation while the data is loading, thus indicating to a user that 
a data transfer is active. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to modify Boyer and Legall to display a status icon indicating a transfer of 
data, so that a user would know when a data transfer is occurring. 

Regarding claims 35 and 80, Boyer discloses that a user may designate a 
second channel as the active channel, and program information corresponding to the 
new channel is then displayed (column 10, lines 40-65, figures 11-12). 

Regarding claims 36 and 81, Boyer discloses accepting a command to activate 
the channel portion of the menu guide (column 10, lines 40-45), and 
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Accepting a command to designate one of the selectable channels the active 
channel (column 10, lines 46-53) 

Regarding claims 37-38 and 82-83, Boyer discloses that a user may view the 
channels by numerical order (figure 9), or by category (column 7, lines 63-65), the 
channels may be re-organized by pressing a button 634 (column 9, lines 47-54). 

Regarding claims 39-40 and 84-85, Boyer shows in figure 13, a category 
selection menu which enables a user to select a movie or news category (column 10, 
line 65-column 1 1 , Iine12), the listings are then listed for the corresponding category in 
channel number order and by the current time (day part). 

Regarding claims 41-42 and 86-87, Boyer shows in figure 13, a category 
selection menu which enables a user to select a movie or news category (column 10, 
line 65-column 1 1 , Iine12), the listings are then listed for the corresponding category in 
channel number order and by the current time (day part). 

Boyer not disclose the enabling a user to select from a plurality of subcategories. 

Legall discloses subcategories section 346 in figure 3b, which enable a more 
refined search, thus enabling a user to easily find a program of interest. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to modify Boyer to utilize a number of selectable subcategories as taught by 
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Legall to enable a more refined search, for the advantage enabling a user to easily find 
a program of interest. 

Regarding claim 46, Boyer discloses an apparatus for providing media program 
information describing media programs, comprising: 

a receiver, having a tuner for receiving the media program and the media 
program information (PCTV with tuner column 5, lines 32-38, 52-58), 

a processor, communicatively coupled to the tuner, for accepting a command to 
select an active channel from a plurality of selectable channels (column 10, line 48-64) 
and for accepting a command to provide a menu guide selectable from a plurality of 
menu guides together defining a media program information space (figure 2, web page 
200, with guides for different zip codes, time zones and providers, column 7, line 54- 
column 8, line 31 , a user selects a guide after which a guide shown in figure 8 is 
displayed which enables a user to view by time) segmented by a daypart (figure 9, time 
of day 630) and for providing a menu guide having a menu guide content portion 
presenting the media program information scheduled to be displayed on the active 
channel (figure 12, all programs on the active channel from the present time on are 
displayed, column 10, lines 54-60). 

Boyer fails to disclose displaying solely all of the media programs scheduled to 
be available on the channel during the first day part. 

Legall discloses in Figure 3b, a web browser based EPG (column 3, lines 1 1-28), 
in which a user may utilize a number of filter features (column 3, lines 28-56), including 
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a start time 351 (daypart) and end time (figure 3c), thus enabling a user to further refine 
their search. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to modify Boyer to utilize the start and end times of Legall, in order to only 
display programming within a certain time of day, for the advantage of refining a user 
search in order to make it easier to find programs of interest. 

Regarding claims 91-92, Boyer discloses a method of presenting advertising a 
menu guide, comprising the steps of: 

Accepting advertising media content (figure 9, Gillette logo) and a media program 
from a media content provider and a media program from a media content provider 
(column 5, lines 45-58), 

Providing the media program information to a subscriber on an active channel 
(figure 12, column 10, lines 53-58) and 

Providing a menu guide selectable from a plurality of menu guides together 
defining a media program information space (figure 2, web page 200, with guides for 
different zip codes, time zones and providers, column 7, line 54-column 8, line 31, a 
user selects a guide after which a guide shown in figure 8 is displayed which enables a 
user to view by time) segmented by a daypart (figure 9, time of day 630) and for 
providing a menu guide having a menu guide content portion presenting the media 
program information scheduled to be displayed on the active channel (figure 12, all 
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programs on the active channel from the present time on are displayed, column 10, 
lines 54-60). 

Boyer fails to disclose displaying solely all of the media programs scheduled to 
be available on the channel during the first day part. 

Legall discloses in Figure 3b, a web browser based EPG (column 3, lines 11-28), 
in which a user may utilize a number of filter features (column 3, lines 28-56), including 
a start time 351 (daypart) and end time (figure 3c), thus enabling a user to further refine 
their search. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to modify Boyer to utilize the start and end times of Legall, in order to only 
display programming within a certain time of day, for the advantage of refining a user 
search in order to make it easier to find programs of interest. 

Regarding claim 94, Boyer discloses a method of presenting media program 
information describing at least one media program (figure 9) comprising the steps of: 

Accepting a command to access the media program information at a time of day 
(time of day buttons 630, column 9, lines 28-36), 

Determining a first daypart selected from the group comprising a current daypart 
defined from the time of day (column 9, lines 2-7) and a selected daypart (column 9, 
lines 28-36) and, 

providing a menu guide having a menu guide content portion presenting the 
media program information scheduled to be displayed on the active channel (figure 12, 
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all programs on the active channel from the present time on are displayed, column 10, 
lines 54-60). 

Boyer fails to disclose displaying solely all of the media programs scheduled to 
be available on the channel during the first day part. 

Legall discloses in Figure 3b, a web browser based EPG (column 3, lines 1 1-28), 
in which a user may utilize a number of filter features (column 3, lines 28-56), including 
a start time 351 (daypart) and end time (figure 3c), thus enabling a user to further refine 
their search. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to modify Boyer to utilize the start and end times of Legall, in order to only 
display programming within a certain time of day, for the advantage of refining a user 
search in order to make it easier to find programs of interest. 

Regarding claim 95, Boyer discloses that the media program information is 
further based on time of day (column 10, lines 53-59). 



3. Claims 3-5, 8-1 0, 1 7-22, 25, 48-50, 53-55, 62-67 and 70 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 6,268,849 to Boyer in view of 
U.S. Patent 6,005,565 to Legall in further view of U.S. Patent 6,177,931 to Alexander. 
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Regarding claims 3 and 48, Boyer discloses in figure 9, program info 636, which 
describes a media program, scheduled to be available on an active channel during the 
first daypart. 

The combination of Boyer and Legall does not disclose a channel portion 
indicating an active channel, however Boyer discloses that the device may be a PCTV 
and that a user may use the guide to tune to a channel (column 5, lines 34-58). 

Alexander discloses in figure 1 that a cursor 36 can be used to select and 
highlight an active channel, a border is then placed around the active channel (column 
3, lines 21-36), thus making it easy to navigate through the guide by knowing where the 
cursor is. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the combination of Boyer and Legall to utilize the cursor of 
Alexander to recognize an active channel, for the advantage of making it easy to 
navigate through the guide by knowing where the cursor is. 

Regarding claims 4 and 49, Boyer discloses that selectable channels are 
indicated (column 5, lines 34-58). 

Regarding claims 5 and 50, Boyer discloses in figure 9, that the channels are 
organize in numerical order. 



Regarding claims 8 and 53, Boyer discloses in figure 9, a program guide. 
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The combination of Boyer and Legall does not disclose a picture in guide portion. 

Alexander discloses in figure 1, a picture in guide window 12, which displays the 
last channel viewed by the user, or the currently highlighted channel (column 3, line 56- 
column 4, line 27), thus enabling a user to follow a current program while making their 
next viewing choice. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the combination of Boyer and Legall to utilize the picture in guide 
feature of Alexander, thus enabling a user to follow a current program while making 
their next viewing choice. 

Regarding claims 9 and 54, Boyer discloses in figure 9, a program guide. 

Boyer and Legall does not disclose a picture in guide portion, which reflects 
content on the active channel. 

Alexander discloses in figure 1, a picture in guide window 12, which displays the 
last channel viewed by the user, or the currently highlighted channel (column 3, line 56- 
column 4, line 27), thus aiding a user in selecting a program to view. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the combination of Boyer and Legall to utilize the picture in guide 
feature of Alexander, thus aiding a user in selecting a program. 



Regarding claims 10 and 55, Boyer discloses in figure 9, a program guide. 
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The combination of Boyer and Legall does not disclose a picture in guide portion, 
which presents media information regarding the current program on the active channel. 

Alexander discloses in figure 1, a picture in guide window 12, which displays the 
last channel viewed by the user, or the currently highlighted channel (column 3, line 56- 
column 4, line 27), thus aiding a user in selecting a program to view. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the combination of Boyer and Legall to utilize the picture in guide 
feature of Alexander, thus aiding a user in selecting a program. 

Regarding claims 17 and 62, Boyer discloses ads in figures 7 and 9. 

The combination of Boyer and Legall does not disclose if the advertising content 
is determined by a provider of the media program on the active channel. 

Alexander discloses in figure 1, a PIP window 12 that plays video for the last 
tuned channel, or the currently highlighted channel (column3, line 63-column 4, lines 
27), panel advertisements may be displayed in windows 14 and 16 (column 21, lines 
39-54), and a virtual parent ad 52, which is contextually linked to the channel displayed 
above it (column 22, lines 34-47, column 23, lines 12-19), thus providing many 
opportunities to view and advertisement. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to modify Boyer to display advertisements as taught by Alexander, thus 
providing a viewer with many opportunities to view an advertisement. 
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The combination of Boyer, Legall and Alexander fails to disclose a media 
programming provider determining the advertising content provided on the active 
channel. 

The examiner takes official notice that a media provider determining advertising 
content on the active channel is notoriously well known in the art. For example, during 
the Super Bowl national advertisements for Pepsi are displayed during a commercial 
break, thus guaranteeing that a large number of viewers would see an advertisement 
and enable the ability to charge an advertiser more money for airtime for a 
corresponding larger viewership. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the combination of Boyer, Legall and Alexander, to enable a 
program provider to determine what advertisements to display, thus guaranteeing that a 
large number of viewers would see an advertisement and enable the ability to charge an 
advertiser more money for airtime for a corresponding larger viewership. 

Regarding claims 18 and 63, Boyer discloses ads in figures 7 and 9. 

The combination of Boyer and Legall does not disclose if the advertising content 
is contextually related to the media program on the active channel. 

Alexander discloses in figure 1 , a PIP window 12 that plays video for the last . 
tuned channel, or the currently highlighted channel (column3, line 63-column 4, lines 
27), advertisements within the EPG may be contextually related to the last program 
watched or displayed in PIP window 12 (column 34, line 56-column 35, line 12, a user 
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watching a basketball game, gets advertisements for athletic shoes presented by a 
basketball star), thus providing advertisements which would be of the most interest to 
the user. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the combination of Boyer and Legall to utilize the targeted 
advertising of Alexander, thus providing advertisements, which would be of the most 
interest to the user. 

Regarding claims 19-20 and 64-65, Boyer discloses ads in figures 7 and 9. 

The combination of Boyer and Legall does not disclose if the advertising content 
is determined by user preferences or habits 

Alexander discloses a number of virtual ad spaces, the contents of which may be 
determined by user profiling which includes user view habits and preferences (column 
29, line 31 -column 30, line 37, column 32, lines 24-34), thus delivering more effective 
advertisements which would be tailored to a user's interests. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the combination of Boyer and Legall to utilize a profile which 
includes viewer habits and preferences provided targeted advertisements as taught by 
Alexander, thus delivering more effective advertisements which would be tailored to a 
user's interests. 

Regarding claims 21 and 66, Boyer discloses ads in figures 7 and 9. 
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The combination of Boyer and Legall does not disclose if the advertising content 
is determined by daypart. 

Alexander discloses in figure 1, a PIP window 12 that plays video for the last 
tuned channel, or the currently highlighted channel (column3, line 63-column 4, lines 
27), panel advertisements may be displayed in windows 14 and 16 (column 21, lines 
39-54), time may be taken into account in order to determine the type of user who is 
watching and advertisements are presented accordingly, (column 35, lines 13-26, 
morning content may be aimed at housewives, children in early evenings, men Sunday 
afternoons), thus providing advertisements which would be of the most interest to the 
user. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the combination of Boyer and Legall to utilize the time of day 
advertising of Alexander, thus providing advertisements which would be of the most 
interest to the user. 

Regarding claims 22 and 67, Boyer discloses ads in figures 7 and 9. 

The combination of Boyer and Legall does not disclose if the advertisements are 
user selectable and enable a user to initiate contact with a vendor. 

Alexander discloses that the advertisements are interactive, a user may select an 
advertisement and visit a related webpage provided by a vendor (column 18, lines 1-12, 
column 27, lines 49-48), thus enabling a user to learn more about a product or service. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the combination of Boyer and Legall to enable a user to select an ad 
to connect to a vendor website as taught by Alexander, thus enabling a user to learn 
more about the advertised product or service. 

Regarding claims 25 and 70, Boyer discloses that a user may click on a channel 
to learn more about the programming. 

The combination of Boyer and Legall does not disclose the use of a home 
channel or program. 

Alexander discloses in figure 1 , a home channel (Prime time live program which 
is currently selected by cursor 36, the content for this program may be displayed in PIP 
window 12, (3, lines 63-column 4, line 8), thus enabling a user to easily navigate back to 
the program they are watching. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the combination of Boyer and Legall to utilize the home channel of 
Alexander, thus making it easy for a user to navigate back to the last program watched. 

4. Claims 44-45 and 89-90 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent 6,268,849 to Boyer in view of U.S. Patent 6,005,565 to 
Legall in further view of U.S. Patent 6,219,839 to Sampsell. 
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Regarding claims 44 and 89, Boyer discloses that a user may select more than 
one channel, after which program information is displayed in box 636 (column 9, lines 
55-61). 

The combination of Boyer and Legall fails to disclose enabling a user to select a 
second channel, which provides access to an interactive service. 

Sampsell discloses in figure 4, that a user may connect to an interactive ESPN 
service from within an EPG, the service is displayed as a channel 78 within the program 
guide and Internet service in figure 5, info service 82 (column 5, lines 20-62, column 6, 
lines 33-57), thus enabling a user to learn more about a program, and easily access 
supplemental content. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the combination of Boyer and Legall to list an interactive service as 
a channel as taught by Sampsell, thus enabling a user to learn more about a program, 
and easily access supplemental content. 

Regarding claims 45 and 90, Boyer discloses that a user may select more than 
one channel, after which program information is displayed in box 636 (column 9, lines 
55-61). 

The combination of Boyer and Legall fails to disclose a channel listing which is a 
PVR channel, which provides access to programs, recorded on the PVR and the guide 
describes at least one media program on the PVR channel. 
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Sampsell discloses in figure 9, a DVD channel 102 which displays the contents of 
the program recorded on the DVD f and enables a user to access the programming (pop 
up window 104, column 7, lines 9-21) , a user may access recorded programming on a 
recordable DVD or VCR (column 7, lines 22-38), thus enabling a user to easily navigate 
between recorded programming and live programming to select a program of interest. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the combination of Boyer and Legall to utilize the VCR and DVD 
listings and access features of Sampsell, thus enabling a user to easily navigate 
between recorded programming and live programming to select a program of interest. 

The combination of Boyer, Legall and Sampsell fails to disclose utilizing a PVR. 

The examiner takes official notice that the use of a PVR is notoriously well known 
in the art. PVRs provide a high quality recording of a program, and can store many 
more hours of programming than videotape. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the combination of Boyer, Legall and Sampsell to utilize a PVR, thus 
enabling for high quality recording of content, and allow for the storage or more hours of 
recorded programming. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hunter B. Lonsberry whose telephone number is 571- 
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272-7298. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday during normal 



business hours. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, . Christopher Grant can be reached on 571-272-7294. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For. more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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